
Addressing the Impact of 
Climate Change on 

LGBTQIA+ Patients at 
Health Centers

Leo Goldsmith
Dr. Bhargavi Chekuri

8/13/24



Our Roots

Fenway Health

• Independent 501(c)(3) FQHC

• Founded 1971

• Mission: To enhance the wellbeing of 
the LGBTQIA+ community as well as 
people in our neighborhoods and 
beyond through access to the highest 
quality health care, education, 
research, and advocacy

• Integrated primary care model, 
including HIV and transgender health 
services

The Fenway Institute

• Research, Education, Policy



The National LGBTQIA+ 
Health Education Center

• Training and Technical Assistance 

• Grand Rounds

• Online Learning

o CE and HEI Credit

• Environmental Influences On 
Child Health Outcomes (ECHO) 
Programs

• Publications and Resources

www.lgbtqiahealtheducation.org



Technical Questions? 

• Please call Zoom Technical Support: 
1.888.799.9666 ext 2 

• You can contact the webinar host using the chat 
function in Zoom. Click the “Chat” icon and type 
your question.

• Alternatively, e-mail us at 
education@fenwayhealth.org for less urgent 
questions.
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Sound Issues? 

• Ensure your computer speakers are not muted

• If you cannot hear through your computer speakers, 

navigate to the bottom toolbar on your screen, go to 

the far left, and click the arrow next to the phone 

icon

• Choose “I will call in” 

• Dial the phone number and access code
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CME/CEU Information
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Physicians

AAFP Prescribed credit is accepted by the American Medical 
Association as equivalent to AMA PRA Category 1 Credit toward the 
AMA Physician’sRecognition Award. When applying for the AMA PRA, 
Prescribed creditearned must be reported as Prescribed, not as 
Category 1.

Nurse 
Practitioners, 
Physician 
Assistants, 
Nurses, Medical 
Assistants

AAFP Prescribed credit is accepted by the following organizations. 
Please contact them directly about how participants should report the 
credit they earned.
•American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA)
•National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA)
•American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC)
•American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP)

•American Academy of Nurse Practitioners Certification Program 
(AANPCP)
•American Association of Medical Assistants (AAMA)

Other Health 
Professionals

Confirm equivalency of credits with relevant licensing body.



Addressing the Impact of Climate 
Change on LGBTQIA+ Patients at 

Health Centers

7

Leo Goldsmith Dr. Bhargavi Chekuri



Goldsmith and Bell 

American Journal of 

Public Health 2022

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH DISPARITIES FOR THE LGBTQ+ POPULATION

(GOLDSMITH AND BELL 2021)

Individual Factors

Underlying 

conditions
Stress, anxiety, and mental 

health and well-being

Behavioral 

factors

Health response to 

environmental exposures

Environmental 

exposures

Environmental health 

disparities

Employment Health careResidence / Housing

Social Institutions/Structural Factors 

Cis-heteronormative federal/state/local policies



Goldsmith and Bell 

American Journal of 

Public Health 2022

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH DISPARITIES FOR THE LGBTQ+ POPULATION

(GOLDSMITH AND BELL 2021)

Individual Factors

Underlying 

conditions
Stress, anxiety, and mental 

health and well-being

Behavioral 

factors

Health response to 

environmental exposures

Environmental 

exposures

Environmental health 

disparities

Employment Health careResidence / Housing

Social Institutions/Structural Factors 

Cis-heteronormative federal/state/local policiesRacism

Sexism

Colonialism

Ableism



STRUCTURAL INEQUITIES

• Access to Affirming 

Health Care

• Discrimination

Transgender individuals (37%) 

and LGBTQI+ people of color 

(27%) postponed medical care 

due to previous discrimination by 

medical professionals



https://ww.americanprogress.org/article/discrimination-and-barriers-to-well-being-the-state-of-the-lgbtqi-community-in-2022/
Center for American Progress, 2023https://ww.americanprogress.org/article/discrimination-and-barriers-to-well-being-the-state-of-the-lgbtqi-community-in-2022/



Center for American Progress, 2023https://www.americanprogress.org/article/discrimination-and-barriers-to-well-being-the-state-of-the-lgbtqi-community-in-2022/
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External Stressors

• Prejudice

• Discrimination

• Violence

Internal Stressors

• Concealment

• Internalized hate

• Expectation of 

discrimination

General Stressors

Declined Mental and Physical Health 

Community/Social Support

MINORITY STRESS
(Meyer 2003)
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DISASTERS – FRONTLINE COMMUNITIES

• Black, Indigenous, and People of Color
o Compounding oppression

o Two-Spirit individuals also have to navigate colonization and loss of land

o LGBTQ+ Asian individuals are most impacted by disaster displacement

• People with Disabilities
o Medications may affect body temperature

o Electronic medical devices



DISASTERS – HURRICANE HARVEY

• Destruction of already limited 
physical spaces, social networks, 
and support services

• Discrimination and violence within 
temporary emergency shelters

• Denied access to disaster relief 
services such as emergency 
housing, healthcare, and/or 
enrollment in food-for-work 
programs



DISASTERS – WILDFIRES (SABERI ET AL. 2023)

• Individuals with HIV/AIDS have 
been impacted.

o Access to health care

o Mental and physical health

o Social and economic well-being

o Nutrition and exercise



DISASTERS – WILDFIRES (ROMERO 2022)

Mental Health Impacts

“But after four years of constant wildfire 
threat, the lingering pandemic, and 
discrimination as a queer person, Reyes 
says the thought of another fire is 
daunting. “I don't think I'm mentally 
prepared for another fire,” she said. 
“Neither my colleagues nor my trans 
group is prepared for another fire of the 
magnitude of the one that happened in 
2017.” (Romero 2022)



DISASTER DISPLACEMENT (GEIGER ET AL. 2023)

• Nationally, LGBTQ+ individuals are 
more likely to be displaced due to 
disasters

• LGBTQ+ people of color and older 
adults are more likely to be displaced

• LGBTQ+ individuals are more likely 
to be impacted by tornadoes and 
wildfire compared to non-LGBTQ+ 
individuals

• Experience disproportionate impacts 
of water insecurity, unsanitary 
conditions, fear of crime, and social 
isolation one month after a disaster 1 2

Percent Displacement

Non-LGBTQ+

LGBTQ+

National Displacement



DISASTERS – EXTREME HEAT

• Disproportionate homelessness in 
2SLGBTQIA+ communities

• Fear of discrimination in shelters 

o Violence and discrimination 

• Policing places these communities at 
higher risk for impact of extreme heat 

*Transgender women are at 
disproportionate risk



DISASTERS – FLASH FLOODING
(GOLDSMITH AND BELL 2021;GOLDSMITH ET AL. 2022)

• Disproportionately impacts people experiencing 
homelessness, those with housing insecurity or 
basement housing, older adults, and those who 
are immunocompromised

• People living with HIV/AIDS are susceptible to 
opportunistic infections
o Mold
o Unclean water 

• Older LGBTQ+ adults are more likely to 
experience social isolation

• Mental health impacts 



Case

Tim is a 16-year-old transgender male presenting to the health center for 
worsening depression. He is accompanied by his pregnant 36-year-old mother. 
Tim has been on an antidepressant medication for a few years and is also in 
counseling. He reports worsening depression for several reasons, but mainly 
stress at school. 

Tim wonders if adjusting the dose of his antidepressant medication would help. 
He reports excessive sweating as his only bothersome side-effect from the 
medication. He is also worried he will be unable to continue counseling due to 
barriers in access to transportation to the health center.

Tim and his mother live in an apartment building a few blocks off the highway in 
Denver, Colorado. They do not have an air-conditioning unit in their apartment. 
Tim works as a server at a local restaurant with outdoor dining.



Case

1. What are Tim's underlying health and socio-economic risk 
factors?

2. What is Tim's experience interacting with healthcare and public 
health systems?

3. How can Tim experience worsening health impacts during 
extreme climate events like heat waves?
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Climate Resilient 
Healthcare













Climate Smart Healthcare







What's the harm?

• GHGs and other air and water pollutants impact public health.

• In the US, estimated at nearly 400k disability-adjusted life-
years.

• Similar in scale to damages from preventable medical 
errors.





2021 Ranking of Air Pollution Relative to Other 
Leading Risk Factors for Global Mortality

Reference: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). Global Burden of Disease 2021: Findings from the GBD 2021 Study. Seattle, WA: IHME, 2024.
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